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The King's Proclamation. 


'E do bereby ſiriftly Charge and: Command all our 

| Judges, Mayors,” Sheriffs, Juſtices of Peace, and 
all other our Officers and Miniſters, both Eccleſiaſtical 
and Civil, and other our Subjetts, whom it may concern, 
to be wery Vigilant and Strict in the Diſcovery, and the 
Effeftual Profication and Puniſhment of all Perſons, who 

| ſhall be: guilty of Exceſſive Dy iphivg, © Blaſpbemy, and Pro- 

' fane Sweating and Curſing, Lewaneſs, Profanation of the 

' Lord's Day, or other Diſſolute or Diſorderly Prattices, as 
they will anſwer it to Almighty God, and upon pain of our 

| Higheſt Diſpleaſure. | 
| Note, The Proſecution - and” Puniſhment is' to be of 
| | Perſons. Guilty of che aforeſaid Evils, and not for La- 
; | menting Pride, and Calling People to Repent of them, 
' that God might not be offended, the Law broke, the 

| . King diſobeyed, nor the Juftices troubled. 
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[3] 
eAn Account ſrom the City of Cheſter, 
%O F 


A Barvarous Perſecution, &c. 


T's well ſaid, in the Account of the R-formation of Manners, pub- 
[ liſhed with the Approbation of Twenty Nine Lords, Nine Biſhips, and 
Seven Fuages, p. 160, 161. © When Religion is deſpiſed, and Virtue is 
* loſt, in a Nation—how eafie a Prey will it prove to irs Neighbours. 
© —— And a juſt God rewards Righteous Nations with Profperity, and 
© executes Juſtice upon thoſe that are Wicked. 


« We are acquainted, that before God deftroyed rhe Old World, F- 192- 


* be ſaw the Wickedneſs of Men was great upon the Earth, — and their Sin 
© is given as the Reaſon of their DeſtruCtion, 

* And the Impiety of the Fews, that have for ſo many Hundred Years 
© been a Deſpiſed and Vagabond People. And doth not Hiſtory tell 
© us, Thar as the Pride and Voluptuouſneſs of the Babylonians, to the 
© Lewdneſs of the Perſians, andLuxury of the Greeks, ſeemed ( with 
© their other /ins ) to be the Remarkable Caufes of the Ruine of thoſe 
© Empires. An& the Romans, — became ſo very Degenerate and De- 
© bauched, before the Devaſtations and Ruine of their Empire, by the 
* Goths, Vandals and Huns; that gave occation to a Father to cry our, 
© That the Name of Chrift became a Scorn, and the Criſtian Religion was 
© Reproached by the Lives of Chriſtians. And, 

© If a Vilible Contempt of the ſincece Pzactice of Reigion, and a 
© bare-faced, inſolent and uyreſtrained Wickednels, and adeep In. 
« ſenſibility, and imminent Danger of Judgment, are ſad Indications 
* of Guilt; it cannot, I think, be denied, bur that this was t00 near 
* the Diſmal Caſe of England. — © And nothing, I think, can be 
* reaſonably ſuppoſed ſuthcient to remove our Guilt, than ſome con- 
* {iderable and remarkable Reformation ; and perhaps carried through 

* all Ranks and Orders of Men, through all parts of the Kingdom. 


* Having thus endeavoured to prove the Common Obligation which P, 110, 


* lies upon All Men, as Chriſtians, and as Members of the Community, 
© to uſe their ſincere Endeavours for a General and National Refor- 


* mation, and the Special Obligations of Governeurs and Miniſters, of 
* Subordinate Magiſtrates and Inferiour Officers, from either the Nature of 


* their Office and Truſt, or their expreſs Oaths to this Purpoſe. 
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P.107J. 


P. 104. 


P. 107. 
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[4] 


" As alſo, with Regard to the Parliament's Addreſs, the King's Pro- 
clamation, and the Queen's Letter, formerly mentioned in the ſaid 
Thomas Rudd's Caſe. - 

I ſhall proceed to give a ſhort AﬀMount, how the Magiſtrates of 
the City of Chcſter, by account from thence, have anſwer'd what's 
above briefly hinted. ; 

The faid Thomas Rudd is by Trade a Miller, and his Habitation 
near Settle in Yorkſhire, and one of the King's Peaceable Subjects, cal- 
led in ſcorn a Quaker, of a Sober Life and Chriſtian Converſation; _ 
and, by his Eſtate-and Trade, is ſufficiently able to maintain his Fa- 
mily, and to Render to Czſar, and all Men, their due, and pays Lot 
and Scot in the Pariſh wherein he lives; and therefore cannot juſtly, 
nor in the Eye of the Law, be eſteemed a Vagrant Perſon, nor ought 
to ſuffer as ſuch. 

Burt this honeſt Conſcientious Man, having a Concern upon his 
Spirit, that Vice and Wickednefs, Pride, Drunkenneſs, Immorality, 
and all Profanefs, might be abandoned by all his Country-Men of 
this Nation z, being the Duty of. all that profeſs Chriftianiry, and pre- 
tend to a Reformation, and Sobriety, the Fear of God, a Chriſtian Life, 

and an Humble Walking with God, through the teaching and aſliſtance 
of his Grace and good Spirit, and Yreatly defires all - might come 
thereinto, wherein they might enjoy God's Bleſſings, and truly Pray 
ro Him, to avert thoſe ſevere Judgments, that (as iF before hinted.) 
it hath decn obſervable, the Lord hath frequently brought upon Peo- 
pte and Nations, that have lived in. Pride and Impiety ; and therefore 
on the 234 of the 34 Month, 1700. he, the faid Thomas Rudd, did gq 
about in the Streets of the City of Chefter, and. Exhortcd- the People 
to, fear Ged, and depart from Evil; which, notwithſtanding it- is the 
Duty and Intereſt of all People, that woyld have God's Bleſſing here, 
and Live fox evermore, to. depart from Evil, and do Good, and fear God; 
yet he was put in the Stocks. near twa houxs, and: then taken our ; 
And he again Exhorting the, People, when let. our, in like manner 
was committed the ſame day. to Priſon, by Henry Lloyd Alderman and 
Juſtice of the Peace in Cheſter, by. Trade. a Clothier, there remained 

uatil the 6th of. the 5th Jdanth following, called Fuly, 1700. 

And on the 7th-of the. 5th. Month, he. was Concerned again to go 
into the Streets of the, ſaid City, of Cheſter, and to their Cathedral, with 
this Lawentation : How duth Pride abound? People, how doth Pride abound? 
For all their Teachers teaching, how duth Pride abound? A Fore-runner of De- 
firution, how does it abound.: Where the Biſhop, and li:1m2 Bennet, 
Mayox of that City, by Trade. a Shoemaker, order'd him to Priſon. 

28210, 


C3 3 


ail, and thither in a Rude and Violent manner was he halled, and 
ofe lock*d up in a back Room, to prevent him from ſpeaking to 


the People our of the Priſon z as if it was a Crime to Lament Pride, 


and- Call to Repentance. But when let out, he wenc again into the 
Streets, and at the High Croſs, near that Cailed S?. Peter's Church ; 
then they took him again, and had him to the Mayor's Court ar 
Pendhouſe z and after Threatning him, the Mayor, Prieſt, and Con- 


ſtable, Signed a Warrant, that order'd himro be Whipped as a - 


Vagrant, and to ſend him from Conſtable to Conſtable cowards the 
Place of his Birth. 

And the faid Conſtable did ſtrip him, and rent his Shirt; and in 
a moſt Cruel, Barbarous, Tyrannical Manner, without Mercy, did 
they whip him on his Naked Body, with a Whip of ſtrong Cord, 
and many knots in it ; and after they had Whipped him for a con- 
ſiderable time, they defiſtzd, and then called to the Mayor for freſh 


Orders, which he. readily granted, and then they whipped him » 


*. Note, 
unthwent 


until his Fleſh-was bruiſed like a Jelly *; fo that it may be well ſaid, ſhould nas 


The tender Mercies of the Wicked are Cruelty. | 

Yet this poor Innocent Man neither moved nor ſhrunk at all ; and 
when they halled him away, he continued in his Innocent Teſti- 
mony, againſt their ungodly and wicked doings, in great Love, Life 
and Zeal; the Lord carrying him chrough, and by his Power bore 
him up over all their Cruelties. 

And it is recommended to the Serious and Chriſtian Conſideration 
of all that ſhall Read this, whether cheſe Cruel, Illegal and Uncha- 
ritable Proceedings, do not give juſt occaſion for the Name of Chriſt 
to become: a-Scorn, the Chriitian, Religion to- be Reproaxchedz and 
whether it doth not tend greatly to demonſtrate, That the Profeflors 
thereof are Degenerated and Debauched, and to bring Ruine upon 
the. Nation, and a Viſible Contempt of the ſincere Pradiice of Religi- 
on; and is it not a. bare-faced Infolency in thefe Magiſtrates, and 
Wickednefs that ought to be reſtrained, proceeding from a deep 
Inſenitbiticy, thus to do 2 And may not this tend to bring _us under 
imminent Danger of Judgment, and be-an Indication of- Guilt 2 And 
can this be denied to be too near the Diſmal Caſe of England ? 
And if nothing can.be reaſonably. ſuppoſed fufficient-to Remove our 
Guilr, as is before ſaid, than ſme Conſiderable and Remarkable Refor- 
mation, through all Ranks and Orders of Men, in all parts of the Kingdom, 
Ought not theſe things to be Addreſſed and. Amended ? Conlidering 
K was Impiet;, Pride, Voluptuouſneſ#, Lewaneſs and Luxurj, with. other 
Sis, that was the Ruine of the Old World, the Fexws, Babylonians, 
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[6] 
Perſians, Greeks and Romans, 25 is before noted. And is it not to he 
Lamented, that any of the Church of England, her Magiſtrates, Bi. 
ſhops or Prieſts, ſhould be found 10 cruelly ufing any, that Lament 
the Pride and Wickednets of the People? And is ir not a great In- 
dignity and Contempt offered to the Parliament's Addreſs, the King's 
Proclamation, and the Queen's Letter, againft Profaneſs and Immoi 
_ ralizy, for any Magiſtrates to be found thus Aﬀting againſt an Honeſt 
. and Innocent Man, inftead of putting the Laws in Execution againſt 
Profaneſs and Immorality, Curling, Swearing, Whoring and Gaming ? 
And how many hath this Mayor, the Juſtices, Biſhops or Priefts, 
puniſhed 'for the Evils aforeſaid, {et the Inhabitants of Chefter, and 
their own Confciences, Witneſs ? Or doth it beſpeak, that they do 
herein faithfully diſcharge their Oaths, or that common Obligation that 
lies upon them ? And do they uſe their fincere Endeavours for a 
General Reformation ? Or have they a due Regard to the Special Obli- 
gations that lies upon Magifrates, and Inferiour Officers, according to 
their Nature and Truff, ſo Barbaroufip co uſe a Man, for Lament- 
ing of Pride, a Fore-ruuner of Beftruction, and calling People to 
Repentance, a thing 10 greatly Needful, and truly Chriftian? Yet this 
poor Man, for ſo _— was, on the 9th Inſtant, again Committed 
by Hemy Lloyd aforefaid, to the Northgate Priſon in Cheſter, where 
now he remains a Priſoner, for Exhorting the People to Repentance, 
and Amendment of Lite. : 
A Copy of his Mittimus here follows. 


To the Keeper of the North-gate, or his Deputy. 


City of Cheſter. | 

T have ſent you Thomas Rudd, s Yagrant Perſon, that obey- 
eth uot the Laws, and diſturbs at the Churches in the City of 
Cheſter : Therefore in his Majeſty's Name do you keep him ſafe 
| #n your Cuſtody, until he be delivered by Law. 


Given under my Hand ana Seal. thi gth day of 
July, 1700. 


Vera Copia, Henry Lloyd. 


Oh ! 


L74Y 


Oh ! How is the King's Name abnfed, who approves not of ſuch 
Severity we believe? And yet ſuch was the Rage and Enmity of 
theſe Men at Cheſter, that they told, He deſerved to be Hanged, in- 
feead of Whipping, and for no other Fault, but what is aforeſaid, if 
that be one. 

Oh ! That thefe things may be truly conſidered and amended; 
for ſurely thoſe that are found in fuch cruel Praftices, are not led 
by God's Spirit ; and therefore ler all conſider whoſe Children they 
are, and what will be their Sentence and Portion hereafter, if they 
Repent not. The Lord therefore, if it be his will, give them Re- 
pevtancey' and forgive them their Sins for Chriſt his Son's ſake, and 
bring them truly to believe in God and Jeſus Chriſt; and co walk 
in his Light, that they may know his Blood to cleanſe them from 
all Unrighteoufneſs, and his Spirit ro SanQifie them, is the hearty 
defire of ihe Sufferer that hath been ſo evilly intreared by them, 
that fo they may eſcape the Puniſhment of Eternal Flames, and 
being turned into Hell, where the wicked and all that forget God 
ſhall be- turned. | | 

Again, Excellent is the Advice in the fore-cited Book, p. 27. 

© Let our learned Rabbies, the great Diſputers of the. World, and 
* that makes Profeſſion of Religion, but give little better account of 
© it, than by expreſſing a Febtce and Uncharitable Heat againſt 
* thofe that Differ from them, in ſome things relating to Religion, . 
* but not Eflenttal co ir; wherein all Men, equally wife and good, 
* have, I doubt, never yet been fully agreed: Think feriouſly with 
* themſelves, whether they might not employ fome ſhare, at leaft, 
* of their Parts and Zeal, to much better purpoſe, in furthering the 
© Reformation of Mens Lives, and of the Manners of: the Nation, 
© by ſuppreſfling of Pzophaneſs and Uice, than by raiſing and keep- 
* ing up, With an Unchriſtian Temper, to the manifeſt Injury of 
* the Chriſtian Religion, which js an Inſtitution of Love ——» All 
' Religgons being, I think, agreed, that bad Men. are a ſcandal 10 


* che belf Religion, and that they cannot, if they continye fo, be. 


* ſaved in any, 
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NOTE, That the Warrant, forthe whipping the Sufferer Thom. | 


Rudd, was ſign'd by William Bennet aforeſaid Mayor, and Peter Newton 


-Prieſt of that called Sr, Peters in Cheſter, and Richard Lee an Alchouſe. 


keeper Conſtabl= ; and;a Copy being earneſtly deſired ſeveral rimes, | 


but could hot be obtained. 


And from his laſt Commitment he was diſcharged the 224 of the 


5th Month, called Fuly; 1702. So he was Priſoner in the City of Che. | 
fer about Eight Weeks, only for Exhorting the People to fear God, 


and depart from. Evil ; and calling them to Repentance and Amendment 
of Life; and Lamenting Pride. And yet this City which is ſaid to be 
Concerned in the Reformation of Manners, and Suppreſſing of Vice and Im- 
morality, have thus ſeverely Puniſhed one, 'that in Body and Spirit 
labours and: prays for the good of all Men ; and that Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs might abound in his Native Country, in and among 
all the Inhabicants thereof. And when he was Diſcharged, did again 


go, into the 'Streets of Cheſter, ro Call tro Repertance and Amend- 


ment of Life; and another time he went to the Cathedral, where 
the Dean :came and pufhed him away, and called him Coxcomb. And 


therefore, as the aforeſaid Account begins with Quotations out of that 


- Book, Entitled, An Account of Reformation of Manners, ſign'd by 29 Lords, 


T/#i. $1.7. 


Tjal. 53: 3, 
Tuke 12,5, 


Merk 8.723. 
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9 Biſhops, and moſt of the- Judges -of the Land : 1 the Sufferer, 


hall end this Pefſcript with a Quotation out of the ſaid Book, Þ. 157, 
. 158. *Let us not then Fellow-Chriſtians, who would be accounted } 


* faithful Soldiers of Feſws Chriſt, be afraid of the Reproaches and 
© Railings of ſuch profane and profligate Wretchesz but ler us rejoice 
* in them, and in any other Perſecution, which we may undergo in 
* ſo glorious a Cauſe. Let us conſider, that this Life is the proper ſea- 
* ſon for Service and Sutfering, and the next of Reward and Happi- 
© neſs. Let the Lives and Deaths of the Martyrs and Coney of Old 
* be much 4n our Minds. Let us remember, that the beſt Chriſtians in 
* all Ages have been derided and contemned ; that our BlefſedSaviour 
© himſ{clf, the Captain.of our Salvation, who was rejeted and deſpiſed 
* of Men, hath commanded us not to be afraid of them that &l} the 
* Body, and after that have no more that they can do; but to fear, 
* Him, that hath power to caſt into Hell ; and hath ſaid, That whoſoever 
* ſhall be aſhamed of him, and of hw words ; of bim alſo ſhall he be aſhames, 
© 2wen be cometh in the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels : But | 
* that if we are Reviled and Petrſecuted for his ſake, our Reward ſhall 
* be great in Heaven. ; 
Th:ma Rds. 
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